ERBISTOCK  AND  EYTON  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10th June 2019 in Eyton School.
Present.  Councillors Lewis, Thomas, Pritchard, Cooper, Matthews, Blakemore and Evans.   Additionally Mrs. L. Lewis, Mr. J. Wild and P.C.S.O. Abby Land.
Apologies.  Councillor Cooke.
Councillor Lewis was stepping down from the Chair after two years.  He thanked members for their help and support.  He also thanked the retiring Clerk for his efforts over the last eighteen years, wished him well, and presented him with a token in appreciation of his work.  Mr. Wild thanked the Council for their support over that time.  He had thoroughly enjoyed his time in the post and wished the Council every success in the future.
Councillor Lewis then introduced Mrs. Liz Lewis as the new Clerk.  It was agreed that she and Mr.Wild would work together to ensure a smooth transition of responsibilities between now and the September meeting.
Election of Chair for 2019/20.
Councillor Evans was proposed by Councillor Blakemore and seconded by Councillor Matthews.  Carried unanimously.  Councillor Evans thanked members for their confidence in his appointment.  He then paid tribute to the work done by Councillor Lewis as Chair over the preceding two years.
 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3rd December 2018.
Councillor Thomas proposed and Councillor Matthews seconded that they were a true and accurate record.  Agreed by all.
Matters arising.     
The state of the roads in Erbistock and Eyton.  This continues to be a serious concern.  There had been some pothole filling since our last meeting but further deterioration.  Councillor Pritchard explained that the priority had to be the A roads and the side roads would be repaired as and when funds were available.  Sadly with the savings that have had to be made in the Wrexham County budget this would take some time.

 He and the Clerk were to tour the area again with the Officer involved on Wednesday 12th June to show him the areas that needed urgent attention.  

Councillor Thomas highlighted areas that flooded after rain.  Many of the drains were blocked and needed pumping out.  Apparently there is only one lorry available to do this and because operatives were often switched to other work this was not being done efficiently enough. Litter was also an ongoing and unsightly concern especially just after the grass verges had been cut.  Councillor Pritchard had organised “litter picking” sessions in Marchwiel and was prepared to do the same in our area.
Councillor Cooper reported that there were still two Governor vacancies at Eyton Primary School and briefly outlined the duties  involved.
Police Matters.

P.C.S.O. Land reported that there had been 4 burglaries in the area since our last meeting.  All had been followed up by the S.O.C. officers but without success.  She urged that we continue to be vigilant and report anything remotely suspicious.  A special team was looking into crime in country areas.

Concern was expressed by Councillor Matthews on large lorries again using and speeding on the road past the school.  Could the police not show “a presence” now and then.

The Chair thanked P.C.S.O. Lund for her attendance and contribution. 

Agenda.
1.  Planning Applications.
· Land adjacent to St. Erbin’s, Erbistock.  P/2017/0672.  Breach of planning control.  The owner had appealed against the order.  The Inspector had dismissed the appeal.  Various items should be removed by 2nd July.
· The Boat Inn, Erbistock.  The new owners had applied for a time extension to the alcohol license and the serving of food between 23.00 hours and midnight on certain days.  Councillors questioned the need for these and the Clerk was asked to take these concerns up with the appropriate officer.
2.    Council Accounts 2018/19.

Mr. Wild presented the accounts and took questions.  They were accepted and signed off by the Chair.  He also signed the necessary documentation to go to the Auditor.
The Council reviewed the income and expenditure.  We had £2,899 in the current account and £216 in the deposit account.
3.   Insurance 2019/29.  Zurich Mutual
This was £163.52 and had been paid.  It had been held at this figure for 3 years.

4.    Payments.

· It was agreed we pay Lucy Li £50 for maintaining the web site.
· Pay Mr. Wild £400 (wages) and £12.49 (expenses) for 2018/19.
· Donate £150 each to St. Hilary’s and St. Deiniol’s Churches.
5.     Future Funding Projects.

· Councillor Pritchard clarified the position on new “snail signs” on the B.5426 on the approach to Eyton Primary school.  They would cost in the region of £600 to £750.  We could help with the funding but whether the school could part-fund would be up to them.  Councillor Cooper reported that the school would find this very difficult.  A number of safety issues would have to take precedence. 
6.    Community Newsheet.
Councillor Cooke had put together a Fact Sheet/News Sheet and this was tabled and welcomed.  The Clerk said that she would liaise with Councillor Cooke to update/add to and produce the sheet in the near future so that it could be delivered to all households in our area.  The vacancy for a new Councillor could be advertised here and on the web site and on both noticeboards.  Councillor Cooke was thanked in her absence for her work.  Additionally it was felt that more use should be made of our web site.  Mrs. Lewis said she would take this on.  The Council agreed to fund any training that might be required and the Chair proposed that £50 be added to her remuneration.  It was the ideal time to do this and Mrs. Lucy Li would be informed of the change.
7. A.O.B.
· Cars were obstructing Mill Lane behind the Cross Foxes when they were very busy.  The Chair said he would speak with the Manager.
· Councillor Blakemore pointed out that with the resignation of Councillor Lewis we would need another signatory for the chequebook. Councillor Evans said he would take this on.  The mandates will need to be altered and due diligence adhered to. 
· The two defibrillators in our area are not easily accessible.  There was discussion on how this could be improved and Councillor Pritchard said he would enquire as to the availability of one of the old red phone boxes.  Training was also needed. 
8. Date and time of next meeting.
This was to be on 9th September 2019 at 7.30 pm. in Eyton School.
