ERBISTOCK   AND  EYTON  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5th December 2016 in Eyton School
Present.  Councillors Lewis, Thomas, Blakemore, Matthews and Evans.    Additionally  P.C.S.O. Hannah Harris and the Clerk.
Apologies.  Councillors Lowther, Pritchard and Cooper.
Public Session.

Mr. and Mrs. D. Pritchard were present.  They had recently purchased land in Erbistock, formerly known as Fern Cottage, and were keen to inform the Council as to their plans.  Their intention is to spend time there with their children, plant vegetable beds, fruit bushes and keep hens.  This is not a commercial venture.  They kindly presented a letter containing more details. The Chair thanked them for their attendance.   
 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3rd October 2016.
These were accepted as a true record.
Matters arising.
Old Fox, Eyton.  The trees overhanging the pavement had been cut.    

Mill Lane, Erbistock.  Mr. Rosselli had replied to our letter regarding a number of dead trees on his land in contact with the telephone cable that serves the village.  He had written to B.T. on 7th September asking them to trim the trees as they were there before the line was erected.  Councillor Evans proposed that we seek advice from the Highways Dept. to have them cut and for them to invoice Mr. Rosselli.
Police Matters.

P.C.S.O. Harris reported that there had been no the crime in our area since the 3rd October but one incident of anti-social behaviour.
Councillor Lewis was concerned about the low flying police helicopter that, on occasions, was frightening farm animals.  P.C.S.O. Harris explained the reasons for the use of the helicopter, e.g. tracing missing persons or stolen cars and suggested that should there be any further concerns then a call to 101 at the time would be the best way forward.  

The Chair thanked P.C.S.O. Harris for her attendance and report.
 Agenda.
1.  Town and Community Council Elections, 4th May 2017.

The Clerk outlined the contents of a letter from the W.C.B.C. on these elections and the possible costs for the Council.  We needed to keep these costs in mind when setting the Precept for 2016/7.

2.  Precept for 2016/7.

This was kept at £1,185, the same as the previous three years.  Clerk to inform W.C.B.C.
3.  Appoint Internal Auditor for 2017/8.

It was agreed that we again ask Mrs. Isabel Furmston to be our Internal Auditor.
 4.   Budget 2016/7.
To date we have £2,953 in the current account.  A cheque has been issued for £40 for the hire of the Village Hall.  Further bills are expected for the External Auditor (£180) and the Local Elections (allow £400) and the Clerk's wages and expenses (£400).  We will still be in a healthy position after these have been paid.

5.  Code of Conduct for Councillors.

This had been accepted at our last meeting.  Councillor Lewis asked for clarification.  After some discussion the Clerk was asked to study the Code (it runs to 14 pages) and bring any areas particularly pertinent to us to our next meeting.

6.  A.O.B.

A letter had been received from The Mayor, Councillor John Pritchard inviting members to a reception in the Guildhall on Friday 20th January between 5.00-6.30 pm.  Councillors Lewis, Evans and Matthews said they wished to attend with their partners.

Councillor Lewis asked about the continued parking of a caravan in the layby by the bungalows in Erbistock.  The Clerk had checked on this and reported that it was not a matter for the Highways Dept. but for the police, if it was causing an obstruction.  He was asked to contact P.C.S.O. Bellis and try to resolve the situation.

7.  Date of next meeting.

This was to be Monday 13th March 2017 at 7.30 pm. in Eyton School.
The Chair thanked members for their attendance and participation.
